Health
should be undermined and replaced by a public policy
for the provision of a common source of heat.
Financially such a policy should be advantageous to
the public authority of any krge area; but the most
important advantage to be derived from it is health.
The reduction of tuberculosis, of the risk of death in
the winter months, and of the anaemia of children
would at once raise the whole level of vitality. The
abolition of the city fire-places for coal, therefore,
would be a definite step forward in health.
The New Conception of Health
But the removal of existing dangers to health is less
important than the creation of entirely new oppor-
tunities for physical and mental development. Even
the normal healthy person of to-day has not as much
vitality as he should have. The defects of vitality are,
no doubt, due partly to the industrial system and
the inadequacy of supplies; but apart from these,
some change can be made. The dominant idea in
public policy should be, not the cure nor the pre-
vention of disease, but the creation of a healthy
community with a general standard of health much
higher than to-day's. Obviously disease, perhaps in
new forms, will continue to exist and will have to be
dealt with. But we have advanced far beyond the
needs of the early industrialism. We assume that city-
areas have adequate sanitation and water-supply.
We assume an expectation of life at birth of about
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